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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 134 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
April 4, 1885 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


In reply to your favor of the 28th ult., relative to the proposed reduction of the operative 
force in this Institution, and as to whether the force in this Department can be reduced without 
interfering with its efficiency, I have the honor to state that in view of the monthly amount of the 
Silver dollar Coinage being provided for by law, the greater part of which devolves upon this 
Mint, together with the large amount of gold bullion stored in the vaults and in process of 
coining, the present force could not be reduced to any great extent without interfering with its 
efficiency. If found to be necessary to decrease the number of employees, six to ten men might 
possibly be dispensed with from among the Rollers, Cutters, Annealers and Cleaners, reducing 
this part of the force to a minimum figure. 


In the Adjusting room there might be a reduction made of a few Operatives, which would 
not seriously interfere with the work. 


The Coining room could spare some of the female Operatives, provided the minor 
coinage is to be suspended for any considerable time. 


I enclose by your request a list of the employees, classified into their classes. 


Very Respectfully, 
Your Obt. Servant, 
WSS. Steel, 
Coiner. 


